The incorporators of the American Society of Mammalogists stated that ''the particular objects and business of this Society shall be the promotion of the study of mammalogy by the publication of a serial and other publications, by aiding research, and by engaging in such other activities as may be deemed expedient'' (Journal of Mammalogy 4:271-272, 1923) . One of the activities that has been ''deemed to be expedient'' since the organizational meeting held in Washington, D.C., in 1919 has been the holding of annual meetings of the Society. Annual meetings along with the publication of the Journal of Mammalogy have served as the primary venues for presentation of scientific research on mammals and exchange of scientific ideas. Annual meetings * Correspondent: hgenoways1@unl.edu also have been sites for conducting business of the Society and recognition of students and contributions of members.
Much of the history of the American Society of Mammalogists has been well documented by Davis (1969) , Hoffmeister (1969a Hoffmeister ( , 1969b , Hoffmeister and Sterling (1994) , and several of the other chapters in Birney and Choate (1994) . However, only 1 paper has focused partially on the annual meetings of the Society (Gill and Wozencraft 1994) . With the final meeting of the 2nd millennium in 2000 corresponding with the 80th annual meeting of the Society, it is an appropriate time to look back at the growth and changes that have occurred in these meetings.
WHEN
The organizational meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists was held at the National Museum in Washington, D.C., 3-4 April 1919. H. H. T. Jackson was chair of the Organizing Committee (Table 1) . The next 18 meetings were held in April or May. The 1st meeting to deviate from that pattern also was the 1st to take place on the West Coast, being held at the University of California, Berkeley, 19 -23 July 1938 . From 1939 through 1952 , the dates that the meetings were held varied greatly, with some meetings being held in March, April, June, and August. Thereafter, all meetings of the Society have taken place in June.
Only 80 annual meetings were held between 1919 and 2000 because there were 2 years during World War II when meetings were not held. The 25th annual meeting was planned for 27 April to 1 May 1943 to be held at the Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with J. K. Doutt as the chair of Local Committee (Journal of Mammalogy 23:470, 1942) . However, that meeting was cancelled ''in accordance with requests from several federal agencies'' (Journal of Mammalogy 24:124, 1943 ), but ''on April 30, 1943, eight Directors assembled in the U.S. National Museum, Washington, D.C., for the purpose of conducting the routine annual business of the Society'' (Journal of Mammalogy 24:419, 1943) .
Again in 1944, holding a regular annual meeting was considered unwise, but a meeting of the board of directors was held to conduct business of the Society and to elect officers (Journal of Mammalogy 25:105, 1944) . The 25th annual meeting was held at the American Museum of Natural History on 31 March 1944. Twenty-seven members attended the meeting, but no papers were presented, and no Standing Committee reports were given. E. Raymond Hall was elected president of the Society (Journal of Mammalogy 25:320, 1944) .
The officers and directors voted not to have an annual regular meeting in 1945 but agreed to gather the officers and directors for a business meeting on 12 May 1945 at the Chicago Museum of Natural History (Journal of Mammalogy 26:109, 1945) . Finally in 1946, the 1st postwar regular meeting was planned and held at the Carnegie Museum on 18-20 April. J. Kenneth Doutt served as chair of the Local Committee (Journal of Mammalogy 26:451, 1945) . Regular annual meetings with both presentations and business have been held since 1946 without a break through June 2000.
WHERE
Meetings have been held in 32 states and the District of Columbia in the United States. Three meetings have been held in Canada, in Toronto (1948) , Winnipeg (1965), and Vancouver (1971) , and 1 meeting was held in Mexico City, Mexico, in 1964 . Meetings from 1919 to 1928 were all held at large museums on the East Coast, alternating among the United States National Museum, American Museum of Natural History, Academy of Natural Sciences, and Museum of Comparative Zoology. The 1st meeting not held on the East Coast was at the University of Michigan in 1929, and the 2nd was at the Carnegie Museum in 1935. The monopoly of the East Coast on the meeting sites was broken forever in [1938] [1939] [1940] [1941] , when 4 successive meetings were held on the West Coast (Berkeley, California, 1938) , in the South (Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 1939) , Rocky Mountains (Denver, Colorado, 1940) , and in the upper Midwest (Chicago, Illinois, 1941) .
The Society has met 9 times at the National Museum of Natural History (ϭ United States National Museum), and the business meeting of 1943 also was conducted here. The majority of these meetings occurred in the early history of the Society, but the 75th anniversary of the Society was celebrated at the National Museum in 1994. Nine annual meetings of the Society also have been held at the American Museum of Natural History, including the 1944 wartime meeting at which no papers were presented. The most recent meeting in New York was the celebration of the first 50 years of the Society in 1969. Six other institutions have hosted multiple meetings, including the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia (1923 , 1927 , 1931 , 1936 ), Harvard University (1924 , 1933 ), Carnegie Museum (1935 , 1946 , University of California, Berkeley (1938 Berkeley ( , 1973 , Michigan Department of Conservation (1947 Conservation ( , 1956 , and University of New Mexico (1963, 1987) .
To resolve the issue of alternating meetings more equitably around North America, a map for the rotation of meeting sites was published in the Journal of Mammalogy (55:260) in February 1974. That map provided for meetings to rotate among 5 major regions of North America. What many of the members of the American Society of Mammalogists may not know is that this map was drawn by J. Knox Jones, Jr., as observed by one of us (H. H. Genoways). If members have ever wondered why the map looks a little strange-that is, the north-central region encompassing an area from Montana to Ohio-there is a good reason. Knox wanted to have the 1976 annual meeting in Lubbock, Texas, but he knew that Rollin Baker also wanted to have that meeting in East Lansing, Michigan. The decision on where the 1976 annual meeting would be held was made at Binghamton, New York, in 1974, with Missoula, Montana, having previously been selected for the 1975 meeting. With publication of the rotation system, Knox was able to argue that having meetings in Missoula and East Lansing in consecutive years would violate the newly established rotation system because both were in the north-central region. The 1976 annual meeting was held in Lubbock and the 1977 meeting in East Lansing. This maneuvering aside, the rotation system served the Society well throughout the remainder of the 20th century.
The impact of the rotation of meetings as compared with time periods prior to the institution of the system is shown in Table 2 . Before 1938, meetings were held primarily in the northeast region. From 1938 through 1974, annual meetings visited all regions, but the southeast region (Virginia and Flor- ida to Arkansas and Louisiana) was clearly underrepresented, as was the west region (from Alaska to California and Hawaii), but not to the same extent. Even with the rotation system , the southeast region remains underrepresented, but the system has successfully distributed meetings among the other regions.
As Hoffmeister (1969a) noted, in 1948 the Society decided that every 3rd meeting would be held at an ''out-of-doors'' location, but that schedule was never followed. However, at least 8 meetings have been held at such sites, including Higgins Lake, Michigan (1947 Michigan ( , 1956 ); Yellowstone Na- 
WHO
At least 86 people have served as the chair, co-chair, or honorary chair of the Local Committee (Table 1) to handle arrangements for the annual meeting. We can say only ''at least'' because no record of the Local Committee chair could be found for 5 years-1920, 1921, 1925, 1928, and 1944 . We suspect that H. H. T. Jackson and other members of the scientific staff of the Biological Survey served in this role for several of these meetings because 3 of these early meetings were held at the National Museum, and Jackson and then A. Brazier Howell were the corresponding secretaries until 1930. Eight people served as the chair of the Local Committee more than once, including H. E. Anthony (1922, 1930, 1934) , H. H. T. Jackson (1919 Jackson ( , 1949 , Witmer Stone (1923 , 1927 ), Thomas Barbour (1924 , 1933 ), J. Kenneth Doutt (1935 , 1946 ), E. Raymond Hall (1938 , 1957 ), William H. Burt (1947 , 1956 , and most recently James S. Findley (1963 Findley ( , 1987 . E. Raymond Hall holds the distinction as the only person to serve as the chair of the Local Committee at 2 different institutionsUniversity of California, Berkeley, and University of Kansas. Viola S. Shantz was the 1st woman to serve as the chair of the Local Committee when the 1959 meeting was held at the National Museum. She was followed by 6 other women holding this important position for the annual meeting, including J. Mary Taylor (1971 ), Glennis Kaufman (1991 ), Carol Rowsemitt (1992 ), Christine Maguire (1993 ), Karen McBee (1997 ), and Tracy S. Carter (1997 . Besides the trend of women taking an increasing leadership role in planning annual meetings, there has been a clear trend for the Local Committee to have cochairs rather than a single chair. Undoubtedly, this indicates the ever-increasing workload for the Local Committee as the meetings have become larger and more complicated. HOW A 38-page ''Guide to Organizing the Annual Meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists'' is maintained by the Program Committee to aid the Local Commit-tee in planning every detail of the annual meeting. The Guide was prepared by the Program Committee in 1978-1979 with J. Mary Taylor as chair. Prior to that time, information was passed from one Local Committee chair to the next, or decisions were re-created each year based on past experience of the Local Committee members. The Society has standardized most details of the annual meeting from registration, length of the oral presentations, size of posters, timing of business meetings, vendors, auction, and banquet to the run for research and group photograph. The Guide and its details may seem like the handy work of a group of overly compulsive scientists, but members do expect the annual meeting to run smoothly and follow a certain format. Each new chair of a Local Committee is eternally grateful to have such detailed instructions and solutions to many problems.
Those individuals and institutions wishing to host an annual meeting of the Society must extend the invitation 2 years in advance. The Program Committee solicits invitations and arranges for presentations at the 2nd business meeting at the annual meeting. This was not always true. Until 1970, meeting sites were selected only 1 year in advance. The development of the Guide and increasing the lead time for offering to host the meeting were done in direct response to the number of presentations at the meeting increasing greatly along with an increased numbers of attendees. Because hosting of national meetings has become big business for many universities, which employ a large number of staff members to make arrangements and host conferences, the Society also was required to reserve sites and dates further into the future.
TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS
The 1st technical presentation at an annual meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists was given by Vernon Bailey at the 2nd annual meeting on the topic of ''Modern Methods of Mammalogical Field Work'' (Jackson 1920) . The last presentation of the millennium was given by our current president, Thomas H. Kunz, and 3 students/colleagues, Tigga Kingston, Gareth Jones, and Zubaid Akbar, on ''Ecomorphology of a Guild of Rhinolophid Bats from Malaysia-Evidence for Competitive Structuring.'' The 1st presentation by a woman at an annual meeting included Osa Johnson and her husband Martin when they showed films of African mammals at the 5th annual meeting in 1923 (Jackson 1923) . The 1st technical presentation by a woman was at the 10th annual meeting in 1928, when Ruth D. Svihla spoke on ''Breeding Habits of Reithrodontomys.'' Certainly, one of the most controversial technical papers ever presented at an annual meeting was ''Zoological Subspecies of Man at the Peace Table' ' given by E. Raymond Hall at meeting in 1946. The returning veterans from World War II took considerable exception to the racial content of the paper, but they declined to interrupt the presentation. One of the most humorous and wellattended papers at any annual meeting was ''How to Pick up a Skunk without Being Sprayed'' by Richard G. Van Gelder at the meeting in 1977.
One of the trends in technical presentations at annual meetings is the vast increase in the number of presentations from a low of 17 at the 3rd annual meeting in 1921 to a high of 340 at the 74th annual meeting in 1994, which was closely followed by 335 at the 79th annual meeting in 1999 (Table  1) . Within these extremes, there are milestones, such as the 1st meeting with more than 50 presentations-the 16th annual meeting at the American Museum of Natural History in 1934. It was not until 1968 at Colorado State University that the number of presentations exceeded 100, but the 1st with over 200 presentations followed fairly quickly in 1975 at the University of Montana. The meetings in 1994 and 1999 were the only ones where the number of presentations exceeded 300.
The meeting at the University of New Mexico in 1963 was the 1st to feature a double concurrent session of presentations, but concurrent sessions did not become a regular feature of annual meetings until 1972 at the University of South Florida. The 1st meeting to feature triple concurrent sessions was at the University of Montana in 1975, when the number of presentations went over 200 for the 1st time. This situation was disliked by the membership, and the meetings thereafter were increased from 3 days of technical sessions to 4 days so that only double concurrent sessions would be necessary. However, in 1988 at the 68th annual meeting at Clemson University, triple concurrent sessions returned and became a permanent feature of the annual meetings.
A joint session, initially called the introduction session and later the plenary session (1980), was first held under the direction of President Sydney Anderson at the annual meeting at Texas Tech University in 1976. This session originally included only the 3 student honoraria winners, but a presentation by the previous year's Shadle Fellowship winner was added in 1980. In 1984, the presentation by the previous year's recipient of the C. Hart Merriam Award was added to the plenary session. That presentation previously had been given at the annual banquet but with mixed success. After 2 years of an invited keynote address (1990) (1991) , the Merriam Award address was termed the keynote address, but it still was given in conjunction with the plenary session. Finally, at the 80th annual meeting, a keynote session was established that included presentations by the previous year's recipients of the Merriam and Joseph Grinnell Awards, to immediately follow the plenary session.
The other major trend that can be seen in these data ( Figs. 1 and 2 respectively, had women authors (Fig. 2,  Table 1 ). At the 49th annual meeting (1969), over 11% of the presentations had women as 1st authors (this is considered an important measure because it usually is presumed that this person will be the presenter of the paper). The only other meetings before 1970 at which the 10% level of women 1st authors was approached were at the 1933, 1950, and 1958 meetings at Harvard University, Yellowstone National Park, and University of Arizona, when the percentages reached 7.7%, 9.4%, and 8.3%, respectively (Fig. 1, Table 1) .
From 1974 onward, women were authors (not just 1st authors) for over 10% of the presentations at the annual meeting. The 20% level of women's contribution quickly was reached in 1979, the 30% level was reached in 1981, and 40% was passed in 1991 (Fig. 2, Table 1 ). Women have been authors on 50% or more of the contributions at the last 4 annual meetings (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) .
Presentations with women as 1st authors have demonstrated this same pattern, with the 10% level permanently being reached in 1974. Women were 1st authors of 20% of the presentations for the 1st time in 1981 and then permanently at that level beginning in 1984. Women were 1st authors of 30% or more of the presentations in 1992, 1995, 1998, 1999, and 2000 , with the highest percentage being 37.8% at the meeting in 1992 at the University of Utah (Fig. 1,  Table 1 ).
We believe that the 2 trends seen in technical presentations at the annual meetings of the American Society of Mammalogists are interrelated. Both had their origins in the late 1960s, grew during the 1970s, and continued throughout the remainder of the century. It is clear that a large percentage of the great increase in presentations at the annual meetings have had women as authors, and a large number of these have had women as 1st authors. Clearly, the American Society of Mammalogists has benefited greatly from increased participation by women in the past 30 years, and this trend appears to be continuing.
SYMPOSIA AND WORKSHOPS
There have been 84 symposia, workshops, and similar events at the 80 annual meetings of the American Society of Mammalogists (Table 3) . Symposia were an early feature of annual meetings, with the 1st concerning the ''Anatomy and Relationships of the Gorilla,'' being held at the 4th annual meeting at the American Museum of Natural History in 1922. However, the holding of symposia and similar events occurred only intermittently until 1971, when they became regular features of the annual meeting. The 75th anniversary meeting of the Society held in 1994 was the venue for 5 symposia, the most held at any meeting.
Of the taxon-oriented symposia, marine mammals have proven to be the most popular subject, serving as the topic of 6. Rodents and predators-carnivores also have been popular subjects, each being the topic of 5 symposia. Other taxa that have been the topic of symposia at annual meetings include bats (4), prey-ungulates (3), primates (2) with both having the gorilla as the sole topic, and marsupials, insectivores, and elephants, each being the subject of 1 symposium. The most popular of the subject-oriented topics for symposia and workshops has been ecology, which has been the theme of at least 8, and population ecology has been the topic of another 4. Other topics that have been covered in more than 1 symposium or workshop are systematics-evolution (6), behavior (4), biodiversity (4), careers in mammalogy (4), physiology (4), biogeography (3), genetics (3), manuscriptgrant preparation (3), conservation (2), and field techniques (2).
The number of women organizing and presenting in symposia has not been nearly as high as the number of men, nor has it increased, as is seen in technical papers and posters (Table 3) . Of the 96 organizers and co-organizers of symposia and workshops, only 10, or just over 10%, have been women. The 1st woman to organize a symposium was Nancy Neff in 1980, and she was followed in 1985 by Suzanne McLaren, who is the only woman to organize more than 1 symposium or workshop. This is compared with 11 men who have organized or co-organized 2 or more of these events. Gary Barrett and Terry Bowyer each were responsible for organizing or co-organizing 3 symposia or workshops, whereas the following 9 men were responsible for 2: James Brown, Guy Cameron, John Eisenberg, Thomas Kunz, Duane Schlitter, Michael Smith, B. J. Verts, Don Wilson, and Jerry Wolff. Of the 449 participants in symposia or workshops at annual meetings, only 55 have been women, or only a little over 12%. The 1st woman to participate in an annual meeting symposium was Helen Price, who presented a paper titled ''A Blood Fluke of Small Native Mammals'' in the symposium on mammalian parasitology in 1929. The only symposium in which more than 50% of the participants were women was titled ''Mammalian Social Evolution: A Female's Perspective'' organized by Jan Randall in 1998 in which all participants were women.
POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Poster presentations were introduced to the annual meetings of the American Society of Mammalogists in 1979, when 15 posters were included in the program (Table  4) . The 1st poster presented at an annual meeting was on the subject ''Relative (Table  4) has been higher than the percentage of all technical presentations (Table 1) with women authors (Fig. 3) . With the exception of 2 years (1980, 1993) , this same fact is true for presentations with women as 1st authors. These data suggest that the introduction of poster sessions is a good strategy for scientific organizations wishing to at-tract more contributions from women at their annual meetings.
BUSINESS MEETINGS
The annual meeting traditionally has been the venue for the board of directors and the membership to conduct the business of the Society. The program of the 2nd annual meeting listed a membership business meeting, and the program for the 3rd meeting listed a board meeting preceding the opening of the technical sessions and 2 membership business meetings. That pattern has remained in place through the 80th annual meeting, with only a 2nd meeting of the board of directors being formally added in 1971 as a luncheon following the 2nd membership meeting.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Resolutions.-A Resolutions Committee was established by the Society in 1956 (Gill and Wozencraft 1994) , but resolutions were a regular feature of annual meetings long before that time. Resolutions have been passed by the American Society of Mammalogists to thank members for special service, such as hosting an annual meeting, and to make public statements on issues for which members possess special expertise and concern. The 1st record of the latter type of resolution that we were able to find was 2 passed at the 6th annual meeting in 1924 (Jackson 1924) . The 1st resolution was a statement in opposition to the ''destruction of so-called 'vermin' and predatory mammals,'' and the 2nd was endorsement of United States House and Senate bills introduced to ensure ''the future welfare and preservation of Alaska wild life.'' The following year, a resolution was passed opposing the introduction of ''large numbers of Plains Buffaloes annually into the Wood Buffalo Park of northern Alberta'' (Howell 1925) . Those resolutions give a good sense of the strong positions on conservation of wild mammals that the Society has taken in many of its resolutions.
Annual banquet.-The origins of the annual banquet are not particularly clear, but by the 8th annual meeting in 1926, an ''Annual dinner of the Society'' was listed in the meeting program (Howell 1926) . The 1st annual meeting featured 2 luncheons for members and an ''Informal program and conversazione'' in the evening. The 2nd, 3rd, 5th, and 6th meetings seemed to feature only luncheons. There was an evening dinner at the 4th annual meeting held at the Hotel San Remo in New York City (Jackson 1922). A dinner also was held at the 7th annual meeting, but it was not listed in the program. For the dinner on 9 April 1925, ''the main item upon the menu was roast buffalo, while elk meat figured at the luncheon, April 11'' (Howell 1925) . Roast elk reappeared on the menu of the annual banquet at the meeting in Toronto in 1948. It was accompanied by Cumberland sauce, duchesse potatoes, and green peas, preceded by assiette parisian and essence of tomato, and followed by Madeleine glace and petits fours. Some of the more ambitious banquets in recent years have been those at the University of Wisconsin in 1986, at which duck in orange sauce was served, and those at the University of Maine in 1985 and University of New Hampshire in 2000, when whole Maine lobsters were the main event. One of the more interesting venues for an annual banquet was at the 1969 meeting, when Society members dined on the floor of the Hall of Ocean Life at the American Museum of Natural History directly under the stunning replica of a 94-foot-long female blue whale suspended from the ceiling. Many of the banquets included various types of entertainment. Typical entertainment included films, lectures, and performing artists, such as dancers or musicians. The funniest banquet program recalled by older members of the Society was one that W. H. Osgood arranged for the Chicago meeting in 1941. Emil Liers came with his tame otters and released them to run around in the banquet room for everyone to pet. Liers wanted to demonstrate that otters did not eat fish, so he installed up front a huge glass-fronted tank filled with water and stocked with large gold fish. To his dismay, when he introduced his clever otters into the tank, they immediately started eating the goldfish. Among the more memorable lectures in recent years was that by Randolph Peterson at Colorado State University in 1968 that lasted over an hour on his work in Madagascar after a very long ''happy hour'' before the banquet and a very large meal including shrimp cocktail, rib-eye steak, and baked potato. We were shown all the rolled leaves on Madagascar that were potential hiding places for Myzopoda aurita without actually ever seeing a bat. The crush at the nearby restrooms following the banquet was epic. There was the lecture by Durwood Allen at Michigan State University in 1977 on moose-wolf interaction on Isle Royale. We had the ''privilege'' of seeing enough half-eaten moose kills that Dr. Bernardo Villa went to sleep and fell from his chair. In a far more positive light, the talk by Dorcas MacClintock on the history of nature illustrations featuring mammals at the meeting in 1986 was quite charming, as was the unusually humorous presentation by Sydney Anderson in 1976. In recent years, postbanquet activities have been filled by the presentation of the Merriam, Jackson, and Grinnell Awards as well as student grants-in-aid, honoraria, and the Shadle Award.
Some Honorary members.-Honorary membership is bestowed by the American Society of Mammalogists to recognize a ''distinguished record of achievement'' in the science of mammalogy (Taylor and Schlitter 1994) . Traditionally, this is the highest honor that the Society bestows and is presented to a fellow scientist during the 1st business meeting of the annual meeting. This has been a feature of the annual meeting since its inception, when Joel Asaph Allen was honored during the 1st annual meeting in 1919. That was followed by the honoring of Edouard-Louis Trouessart in 1921 (Jackson 1921 . Sixty-seven mammalogists have been honored by the Society through its first 80 annual meetings. Recipients have come from the following countries: United States (43), England (4), Germany (3), Russia (3), China (2), France (2), Mexico (2), Australia (1), Canada (1), Denmark (1), Finland (1), Japan (1), Norway (1), Poland (1), and Spain (1). Only 1 of the recipients was a woman-Erna Mohr, elected in 1966 (for a list of recipients, see Taylor and Schlitter 1994) .
Honoraria.-The Society currently awards 3 honoraria to students to enable them to attend the annual meeting and present the results of their research. The Society awarded the 1st honorarium in 1955 to Phillip M. Youngman, allowing him to report on his research on ''A Population of the Striped Field Mouse, Apodemus agrarius mantchuricus, in Central Korea.'' The 1st women to receive an honorarium was Patricia J. DeCoursey, who gave a presentation on ''Daily Activity Rhythms in Glaucomys volans'' at the annual meeting in 1958. The 1st named honorarium appeared in the program for the annual meeting in 1962. Edwin Gould was given the Ameri- Photographs.-Group photographs of the attendees at the annual meeting have been a feature since the initial meeting in 1919 (Figs. 4 and 5) . Although the group photograph does not officially appear in the program until the 7th annual meeting in 1925 (Journal of Mammalogy 6:plate 18, following p. 216, 1925) and then not again until the 17th meeting, photographs of many of the earlier meetings are available. Although this would seem to be a rather mundane activity for a scientific society, it usually results in the most confusion and laughter of any activity at the meeting. Trying to get several hundred mammalogists to arrive on time, get into lines, look at the photographer, hold still for a few seconds, and then wait in place to sign their names on a list so they can be identified in the photograph will try the patience of even the most experienced photographer's assistant and Local Committee. The sign-up sheets reveal a unique phenomenon of the annual group photograph-C. Hart Merriam and Vernon Bailey appear each year to be in the photograph.
Films.-Films have been a feature of many meetings of the Society, especially in the earlier years, when this was the latest technology. The 2nd annual meeting featured 2 motion pictures-on sea lions of the Peruvian coast, presented by Robert Cushman Murphy, and the Second Asiatic Expedition to China and Mongolia, presented by Roy Chapman Andrews-shown in the evening of the 1st day of the meeting (Jackson 1920) . From the 2nd annual meeting through the 43rd in 1963, it appears that only 2 meetings (1924, 1954) did not include film presentations. One of the more interesting presentations was the showing of the United Artists film Elephant Boy at the 1937 meeting in Washington, D.C. After 1963, films became much less common at meetings, but 2 films from this time period that are fondly remembered were the film of a newborn kangaroo crawling to its mother's pouch, presented by Hobart Van Duesen, and the first film of the social behavior of naked mole rats, presented by Jennifer Jarvis. The most recent film that appeared in the meeting program was the video The Last Roundup shown at the 68th annual meeting held at Clemson University.
Tours.-Tours and field trips were a regular feature of the meetings until the Society went to 4 days of technical sessions in 1976. Many of these were daylong tours on the last day of the meetings. Even at the 1st annual meeting, members went to the National Zoological Park for the final afternoon. Zoos, research laboratories, aquaria, caves, viewings of wildlife, and other points of local interest were the usual subject of tours and field trips.
Picnics.-At recent meetings, picnics have largely replaced tours and field trips because they can be done in late afternoon and evening. This tradition nearly ended before it started in 1976 when members were almost swept away by a West Texas thunderstorm on the bus trip from Lubbock to There are several rules that must be observed at the annual picnic. Do not get near the front of the food line because you can be crushed in the panic of trying to be fed by the Oklahoma State University food service when they funneled all 700 members of the Society through a single line! Do not be near the end of the line because your fresh-off-the-grill buffalo burger at the National Bison Range can turn into a cold hamburger because the main course runs out at a meeting at the University of Montana! Do not get between the mammalogists and the beer at any picnic! Dress warmly because our colleagues at places like Frostburg State University can find a winter spot for a picnic even in June! One question remains from the 2000 picnic: Do one weenie and a hamburger really cost $25 in New Hampshire?
Exhibitions.-Some of the annual meetings have been accompanied by exhibitions. A special feature of the meeting in 1922 was the dedication of the North American Mammal Hall of the American Museum of Natural History to the memory of J. A. Allen, lead by the president of the Museum and world-renowned vertebrate paleontologist Henry Fairfield Osborn. At this same meeting, there was a contest for photographs of mammals in which 1,700 photographs submitted by 140 people were entered. John M. Phillips won the contest for photographs of mammals in the wild state and Elwin R. Sanborn for mammals in captivity. Among the other award winners were Carl E. Akeley and Kermit Roosevelt (Jackson 1922) . One of the more elaborate exhibitions was at the 10th annual meeting, when 4 exhibits were displayed including works of mammal artists, fossil whales, Recent whales, and small traps and trapping. The art exhibit was particularly impressive with 1 part for paintings and drawings of living mammals and another for scientific illustrations for publications. Artists included in the exhibition that should be readily recognized even today were Louis Agassiz Fuertes, O. J. Murie, Ernest Thompson Seton, Francis Lee Jaques, and Carl Rungius (Howell 1928) . Other meetings featured exhibitions of apparatuses used in the care and study of live mammals in the laboratory (1930); photographic art of wild animals (1938); flash-light photographs of mammals (1941); paintings and photographs of vertebrate animals (1942, 1946) ; 5 and 7 displays, respectively, on mammalian research (1971, 1972) ; paintings of wildlife and western scenes and photographs of Montana wildlife (1975) ; and the history of the Society and mammalogy (1994) .
Auction.-The annual auction is a fundraising activity that has seen the sale of a range of items from mammalogical memorabilia to truly valuable books and wall charts to someone's trash that they hope will be someone else's treasure. The annual auction had a rather ignominious origin in providing the seed funds for liquid libations at the next year's annual meeting, being operated by the ad hoc Beer Committee, which proved to be a popular and hardworking committee. The auction was started in 1977 with Thomas McIntyre driving the beer truck and Greg Blair auctioning a case, can by can, of Old Frothingslough, ''the Pale Stale Ale with the Foam on the Bottom,'' produced by the Pittsburgh Brewing Company. The annual auction made its 1st appearance in the official program in 1987 and has been serving a nobler cause by providing endowment funds for the Future Mammalogists Fund, which is part of the Reserve Fund used to support programs, including honoraria and grants-in-aid, for student members. Recent auctions have been highly successful, netting more than $3,000 annually for the Fund with the dedicated and hilarious service of Frank Fish and Thor Holmes, both members and auctioneers.
Smokers.-It now seems curious looking back at old programs and seeing an activity listed as a ''Smoker.'' It is even more curious to see that the last Smoker was listed in the 1969 program for the meeting in New York. The 1932 Smoker was described as follows: ''there will be a Smoker for the smokers, and Conversazione for the conversationalists and their wives in the Foyer of the U.S. National Museum.'' Run for Research.-The Run for Research first appeared in the official program at the annual meeting in 1987 at the University of New Mexico. This was a function initiated by Dwight Moore and carried forward by Gordon L. Kirkland, Jr., to promote friendly competition, encourage fitness, and raise funds for the Future Mammalogists Fund through entry fees. The Run for Research was named for Dr. Kirkland in 1999 and became an official Society function at the annual meeting in 2000. The run in 1999 had over 50 participants and garnered over $2,000 for the Fund.
Spilogale.-The Spilogale, A Journal of Asinology, accepting any asinine, absurd, and abase articles, made it first appearance at the meeting in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in 1939. It has continued its irreverent and irrelevant periodic appearances at annual meetings since that time. The Spilogale probably had its origins in Auklet, produced by our colleagues of the feathered persuasion, and was reinforced by the 1946 joint meeting with American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists, which preceded the appearance of the 2nd issue of The Spilogale at the meeting in Toronto in 1948. Our lower-vertebrate colleagues issued volume 4 of ICHTHERPS, A Cold-Blooded Journal of Vertebrates, at the joint meeting in 1946.
CONCLUSIONS
The annual meetings of the American Society of Mammalogists have served as a primary forum for the presentation and discussion of research on mammals. In the 82 years since the founding of the Society in 1919, it has held 80 annual meetings, missing only 2 years during World War II. It was not until the 48th annual meeting in 1968 that the number of presentations exceeded 100. There has been an explosion of the number of presentations at the annual meeting in the years since 1968, partly by adding poster sessions in 1979. In 2 recent years, the number of presentations has exceeded 300-340 at the 74th annual meeting in 1994 and 335 at the 79th meeting in 1999. Concomitant with the explosion of total presentations at the meetings has been the rise in the number of presentations by women scientists at the meetings. At recent meetings, women have been authors on over 50% of the presentations with over 37% of the presentations by women as 1st authors. However, women are not as well represented as organizers (10.4%) or as invited participants (12.2%) in symposia.
The annual meetings have served as the venue for conducting the business of the Society. The business meetings of the Society have changed little from the initial pattern established by 3rd annual meeting. A formal 2nd meeting of the board of directors was added in 1971 as the business activities of the Society became more complex.
Possibly the most important function of the annual meeting has been the intangible building of esprit de corps among members of the Society. This has led to a sense of a mammalogical community, joint research among members, promotion of young mammalogists, the championing of conservation issues concerning mammals, leadership among professional societies in specimen and database management, and the building of a financially strong Society with a commitment to the publication of mammalogical research. This cohesiveness has been built by many of the informal activities of the annual meeting as well as the small informal discussion groups that spontaneously develop at many of the sites around the venue of the annual meeting.
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